
Reading Academies 
 

Here’s What So What? Now What? 

• Requires each teacher and principal in grades 
K-3 to attend Reading Academies by 2021-2022. 
 

• Requires LEAs to provide a phonics curriculum 
using systematic direct instruction in grades K-3. 

 

• Requires districts to certify that the district 
places highly effective teachers in K-2 

 

• Requires integrated reading instruments to 
support Pk-3 students 

 

• Academy content will be aligned to the 13 
Science of Teaching Reading (STR) competencies 
and will require artifacts to be submitted to 
demonstrate competency. 

There are two Reading Academy Models: 

 
1. Blended Model- online modules with       

competency demonstrations embedded. 

 

2. Comprehensive Model: online modules with    
competency demonstrations, 10 days of face to 
face training and 4 days of job embedded    
coaching over a 15-month period. 

 

3. Skilled participants can test out of the online 
modules but must still submit the competency 
demonstrations through graded artifacts. 

 

Who can provide the Academies? We under- 
stand that there will be approximately 100  
providers of the academies in the State. These 
providers will consist of vetted ESCs, districts, 
non-profits agencies. 

 

What is are the costs? 

 

• Blended Model- $300-$500 per participant 

 

• Comprehensive Model- $3,000-$5,000 per 
participant 

Timelines: 

 

• A call for authorized providers will go out 
around December 2019 with the goal of certifying 
all vetted providers by March 2020. 

 

 Academies will start in summer 2020. 

 

What can we start do now until more details 
are available? 

 

 Work with campus administrators to look at 
data and identify teachers that are best suited 
for each of the models. Which teachers would 
benefit from a more comprehensive type of 
year long coaching support. 

 
 Have program staff and the business office 

meet to get an idea of what a potential budget 
would look like to support this training. 

 

 Identify key staff that have strong literacy 
backgrounds such as literacy coaches, master 
reading teachers, etc. that could play a role in 
helping to facilitate the grading of the  
submitted online artifacts. With the number 
of teachers that need to be trained there will 
be a need for staff with this skillset to assist. 
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