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Special Education Standards Development Timeline 
 

Date Action 

October 2018- 
January 2019 

TEA convened a series of forums to address the charges in the TEA 
Strategic Plan for Special Education   

2019 

April 26, 2019 Standards Advisory Committee Framework Approved 

July 29- August 9 Standards Committees meet to develop standards for High Support, 
Mild Moderate (EC-8 and 6-12), and Deafblind Supplemental 

September 1 TEA internal staff reviews and revises standards  

October 25 Standards reviewed and revised by TEA Special Populations and 
standards committee facilitators 

November 8 Revised standards sent to full standards development committee for 
edits and approval 

November 18 Webinar with Special Education Standards Committees 

December 2019 Standards discussion at SBEC 

2020 

February 2020 Standards proposal at SBEC 

April 2020 Standards adoption at SBEC 

June 2020 Standards at SBOE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/TexasSPED/
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January 2019 
Recommendations from the 2018-2019 Special Education Forums 

 Currently, special education certification is offered in early childhood (EC) through Grade 12 
(candidates in visually impaired and deaf and hard of hearing have different requirements).  

  

 The forum participants recommended that certification be offered through both grade-band 
and level of support specific pathways:  

 EC through Grade 8, mild/moderate support needs;  

 EC through Grade 8, high support needs;  

 Grade 6 through Grade 12, mild/moderate support needs; and  

 Grade 6 through Grade 12, high support needs. 
 

August 2019 

Outcomes from the 2019 Standards Committee meetings 
In the summer of 2019, the TEA convened three committees, as well as a group of internal 

special education experts, to revise and write standards according to the recommendations of 

the forum. Committee members included representatives from institutes of higher education, 

alternative certification programs, special education consultants, and practicing teachers. 

The committees referred to the current Texas special education certification standards and the 

Council for Exceptional Children’s standards.   

Concerns During Standards Drafting 

In each of the committee meetings, members raised concerns regarding two areas of the 

standards: 1) definitions of mild moderate and high levels of support and 2) the overlap of 

standards in the middle grades. 

According to the recommendations of the forums, levels of support would not be based on 

federal definitions of high-incidence and low-incidence disabilities but would be student 

dependent and based on need. The forum participants recommended that the levels of support 

be determined by the Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee through the creation 

of a guidance tool or rubric. 

Each of the standards committees raised these concerns about the use of a rubric to determine 

levels of support, specifically as this would impact teacher certification: 

1. To write standards for a strictly high support or mild moderate certificate requires 

defining these terms. All committees were concerned about the risks of misidentifying 

and mislabeling students, as well as the risks of campus level decision making based on 

staffing over student need. 
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2. High support and mild moderate levels of support are typically defined by student 

setting, although students often represent a fluctuating spectrum of needed supports. 

3. Early childhood special education teachers need to know and understand practices for 

both students with high support needs and students with mild moderate support needs.  

4. The overlap of the proposed certificates―Early Childhood (8th Grade and 6th – 12th 

Grade) dilutes the specificity of the standards. 

5. Four separate certificates may result in teacher shortages in one of the certificate areas, 

particularly 6th-12th grade high support. 

Recommended Changes 

To address these concerns while still maintaining the specificity of the standards, we will seek 

feedback from the Standards Advisory Committees about offering the following special 

education certificates: 

 Early Childhood-5th Grade  

 6th-12th Grade  

Each certificate will require knowledge of grade-level TEKS, age-appropriate development, age-

appropriate knowledge of transitions and special services, age and grade-specific legal and 

ethical requirements, and grade-appropriate collaboration strategies. Additionally, 

approximately 25% of the standards will specifically address students with high support needs. 

We believe these changes effectively address the need for grade band specific preservice 

preparation and knowledge of students with high support needs. The proposed changes will 

address the initial concerns of the forum regarding hiring challenges and smaller numbers of 

candidates in programs. 

 


