
September 12, 2019

Special Education Director 
Meeting



Emergency Information

ÅFire evacuation routes and rally points are posted at the exits.

ÅFollow the directions given by the Area Leaders

ÅThere are stairways at each corner of the building.  Do not use elevators if the fire 
alarms are sounding.

ÅWhen you leave the building, please meet your presenter at the rally point so we 
can document that you have safely exited the building.





Network with Colleagues 
8:30 ς9:00 am



Special Education Specialists

Mari Garza ïVision, Speech, Parent

Christa Dillard ïLiaison and Secondary Transition

Dr. Kay Smith ïLIDs, Early Childhood  

Veronica Trevino ïBehavior

Veronica Brotherton- Progress in the General Curriculum and Assistive 

Technology

Monica Escobar ïEvaluation and Accountability

Jodi Ferguson, Associate Director 

Linda Riddle, Administrator

Accountability, Child Find



Meeting Agenda 

TEA Updates:
Å Reclassification for EL with Disabilities
Å TEA SPED Webinars
Å TEA Monitoring and Support Update
Å Operating Procedures
Å Assurance Statements: Right to Information

Legislative Updates by 

Program Updates: 
Å SPED Topics for Instructional Leaders
Å ARD Guide and Notice of Procedural Safeguards
Å SPPI 14 ςTSDA
Å Pre-K Eligibility
Å New Rural School Network Provides Opportunities (Diag)
Å Student Removals ςUtilize Regional Data for Proactive Decision Making
Å 2019-2020 ESC2 User Agreement
Å .Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ !w5Ωǎ
Å SPP 8 Parent Surveys
Professional Developments



TEA Updates



New Individualized Process for Reclassification of 
EL with Disabilities

ÅLEP/EL - PEIMS revisions effective 19-20 school year - bridging LEP with 
term EL since LEP is still mentioned in code

ÅEL aligns with ESSA and is the new term but will continue to use both to 
bridge

ÅEL qualifies for Pre-K  may be coded EE based on sped services and 
language services

ÅFormerly a fatal error if a student was coded EE and EL and this caused 
students to miss out on services

ÅThis has been corrected and now our ELs can be coded EE or PreK

Åhttps://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Ed
ucation_SPED/Programs_and_Services/State_Guidance/Guidance_Related
_to_ARD_Committee_and_LPAC_Collaboration

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education_SPED/Programs_and_Services/State_Guidance/Guidance_Related_to_ARD_Committee_and_LPAC_Collaboration


TEA Special Education Webinars

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education_SPED/Special_Education

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education_SPED/Special_Education


Differentiated Monitoring and Support

Special Education Monitoring Process Overview
Self-Assessment
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Seven focus 
areas of 

compliance

Three IDEA 
implementation 

domains

Diagnostic Framework



HB 3 Reading Academies:  New Cost to LEAs

Å HB 3 requires K-3 teachers and campus principals to attend the Reading Academy by 2020-2021.
Å Clarification forthcoming regarding the following teachers:  Art, Music, P.E.., etc

Å LEAs will have to pay for staff to attend the Reading Academies.
Å No stipend included

Å Academies might be structured around a baseline online module with varying levels of additional support
Å Competency based ςrequiring competency demonstration for successful completion
Å Aligned to Science of Teaching Reading (STR) test competencies

Å Key sources of funding per TEA:
Å Early Education Allotment
Å Dyslexia Allotment



HB 3 Reading Academies

Å2019-2020
ÅK-3 Reading Academies developed
ÅESCs trained on deploying Reading Academies 

ÅBy 2020-2021 
ÅHB 3 requires K-3 teachers and campus principals to attend the Reading Academy 
ÅClarification forthcoming regarding the following teachers:  Art, Music, P.E.., etc

Å2021-2022 
ÅEach LEA shall ensure that for the 2021-2022 school year or subsequent school year,
Å each classroom teacher in K-3 and each principal at a campus with K-3 

Åhas attended a teacher literacy achievement academy 
Åbefore the first year of placement in that grade level or campus.

LEAs will have to pay for staff to attend the Reading Academies.



Legal Framework Assurance Statement ς
Right to Information
ÅTexas Education Code (TEC) §26.0081(c) requires TEA to produce and provide 

LEAs a written explanation of the options and requirements for providing 
assistance to students who have learning difficulties or who need or may 
need special education. LEAs must provide the explanation each year to a 
parent of each student in the district by including the explanation in the 
student handbook or by another means.

Åhttps://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Educa
tion_SPED/Programs_and_Services/Student_Handbook_Statement

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education_SPED/Programs_and_Services/Student_Handbook_Statement


Right to Information
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Click on Assurance Statements.
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Click on Right to Information.
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Take a moment to read this important 
information then click Continue.


